FORTY THOUSAND  AGAINST  THE  ARCTIC
build this up here in the Arctic, don't you think? Only
one industrial settlement in the world was built by air
transport—Salarnaua, in New Guinea, where the rich gold
fields could not be reached from the coast because there is
a jungle between, infested with wild animals and cannibals.5
Eight aeroplanes were flying between Dudinka and
Norilskj when I was there. One of their pilots, Nikolayev,
whose wife was the pretty Ukrainian girl who complained
about the lack of flowers at the air base during the women's
meeting at Krasnoyarsk, told me how they worked. 'We
make between four and eight flights a day, according to
the weather. It takes half an hour each way in normal
times and I usually carry 1.5 tons of cargo. Stradinin
can only take 800 kilos on his small machine; Sadkov's
N 8 will take as much as two tons, perhaps a little more.
He works with us whenever he is not needed on the Yenisei
passenger lines with his big machine.
'We are paid a kind of piece wage; 57 roubles per ton,
which brings an average 37 roubles per flight; 200 roubles
per day and, if you allow for longer stretches of bad weather,
which may take as much as 13 to 15 days out of a month,
I make roughly 3000 roubles a month. My mechanic
is paid less and gets usually 2000. Then we get premiums
for treating the engines carefully, saving petrol and over
fulfilling the plan. And we can have up to three months
paid holiday each year, with free sanatorium vouchers'.
These are excellent wages. A university professor in
Moscow gets rarely more than 2000; a doctor less; and only
opera stars, scenario writers, and very successful inventors
reach figures above 5000. But it is hard work in rough
surroundings; and the pilots do not earn this money as
easily as their wives spend it in Krasnoyarsk and Moscow.
After dinner Sadkov said he would rather not go on
any farther. We had covered the return journey from
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